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State Water Resources Control Board

SWRCB EXECUTIVE

P.O. Box 100
Sacramento, California 95812-5620

Friends of the North Fork, a California nonprofit corporation working to protect and preserve the North Fork American River, submits these
comments on the Proposed Water Recycling Draft Policy ("Policy") & Draft Staff Report & Certified Regulatory Program Environmental
Analysis ("Report & CRPEA" or "Report").

Inappropriate use and execution of Certified Regulatory Proeram anal sis & an EIR is required

The development of this water quality policy that includes various policies and projects inchiding but not limited to Recycled Water {rrigation
Projects ("RWIP") and Groundwater Recharge Reuse Projects ("GRRP's"), and that directly and indirectly affects a variety of other policies
and projects, e.g. the beneficial uses such as drinking water from rivers and streams subject to discharges from municipal wastewater
systems, stormwater runoff, and so forth, requires an Environmental Impact Report. The Report & CPREA is also not suitable nor is it
permissible for this program, and, even if it were, the environmental analysis is not adequate,

. The State Board. not Regional Boards, should continue to manage development of water reuse policy

Given the growing knowledge about unregulated components of reused water, the State Board should not devolve any aspects of this policy to
the Regional Boards. : '

A major and kev issue at this time are the legal {e.g.. pharmaceuticals, caffeine), and illegal (e.g. cocaine) chemical components in reused water

Given the growing understanding about currently unregulated components of recycled water, including many that are not removed by POTW
operations, Board Resolutions 68-16 and 77-1 do not provide a minimally necessary foundation and background for the proposed policy.

The staff report on page 3 opines that "The main groundwater issue associated with the use of recycled water for irrigation is the accumulation
of salt including nitrate in groundwater.” This is statement is at odds with the facts.

Environmental Checklist item "d" on page 18 of the Report concludes that the project would not
"Otherwise substantially degrade water quality” because its impact would be

less than significant with mitigation with an explanation that CDPH keeps

and eye on drinking water (see proposed Policy 15). This is speculative in any event, and, now, outdated.

Policy 16 appears to deal with unregulated constituents, that is, those "not typically found in surface water or groundwater, because it is usually
produced from sewage." No chemicals are named specifically or by any categorization. Policy 16 goes on to state that Regional Boards "may
need to establish a limitation for a constituent for which CDPH has not established an MCL, " This is an entirely inappropriate fractionization

- of the need to proceed in the face of both uncertainty and the growing knowledge base.

No current, if any, scientific consultation appears to have gone into development of the proposed Policy and Report & CREPA
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Proposed Policies 17 and 18 are unsubstannated and absent any scientific justification or reference to such. Policy 17 appears to be dismissive
of the need for effluent limitations for "ce " but unnamed constituents. Policy 18 recognizes that reused water may seriously degrade
groundwater basins by moving chemicals from the substrate into the water. This danger to aquifers has been referred to by one scientist as the
creation of a chemical soup about which we know nothing. In ground and surface water unregulated constituents can interact with each other
and with chemicals in the surface water or ground and create unforcseen chemicals and problems.

Friends refers the Board to one government scientist with whom and with whose work the Board does not yet appear to be familiar. Here are
portions of his is C.V. from http://www.epa.gov/nerlesd1/bios/daughton.htm:

National Exposure Research Laboratory
Environmental Sciences

Recent Additions | Contact Us Search: C All EPA @ This Area| B Eﬂl

¢ You are here: EPA Home
» Environmental Sciences
e Resume for Christian Daughton

The EPA Web site will be available intermittently on Sunday, October 28, 2007 from §:00.p.m. untll midnight EDT.
We apologize for any inconvenience.

Christian Gaaei Daughton, Ph.D.

‘Contact Information:
Christian Gaaei Daughton, Ph.D.
(702) 798-2207

Environmental Chemistry, Environmental Sciences, NERL/ORD
Empldyment & Academic Appointments -

February 1997 - present. Supervisory Physical Scientist, Chief of the Environmental Chemistry Branch (ECB),
Environmental Sciences Division, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Las Vegas, Nevada. Supervise and direct in-
house research program in environmental and analytical chemistry. Associate Graduate Faculty, Environmental Studies
Program, University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

June 1995-1996. Supervisory Research Chemist, appointed to Acting Chief, Analytical Sciences Branch (ASB) of the
Characterization Research Division (CRD-Las Vegas), National Exposure Research Laboratory (NERL), ORD, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. Second-line supervisor with 13 direct reports (including three supervisors). Total
staff of 43 federals and 25 non-federals (including post-docs). Personal goal is to make a lasting impact on ORD
environmental science by fostering new research areas, and to make a significant contribution to defining an
organizational structure and mission for CRD's future. Manage the largest and most diverse Branch at NERL in terms
of expertise, disciplines, and mission. The expertise of ASB's scientists (GS-13-15) ranges from analytical chemistry to
human exposure to earth sciences. ABS's activities ranged from (i) research/development in new cost-effective
monitoring technologies and research in human exposure, to (ii) support to Program offices (e.g., the national quality
assurance program for the Office of Drinking Water in radiation monitoring), to (iii) support to the Regions (e.g.,
Technical Support Center), to (iv) oversight of national programs (e.g., SITE program in monitoring technologies).

1991-1995. Supervisory Research Chemist, Chief of the Methods Research Branch (and later Program Manager),
Environmental Monitoring Systems Laboratory, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Las Vegas, Nevada
(predecessor to CRD-Las Vegas). Supervised and directed in-house and extramural research program (eight senior
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